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Charity  Should  Do  Live  Things; 

1.  Act  upon  knowledge  acquired  by  intelligent  investigation. 

2.  Relieve  worthy  need  promptly,  adequately  and  kindly. 

3.  Prevent  unwise  alms  to  the  unworthy. 

4.  Raise  into  independence  every  needy  person  where  it  is  possible. 

5.  Make  sure  that  no  children  grow  up  to  be  paupers. 


LAWRENCE,  MASS., 
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THE  ANNUAL  MEETING. 

The  thirty-ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission 
was  held  October  31,  1898. 

The  following  officers  were  elected  : — 

President,  Frederick  E.  Clarke. 

Secretary,  -----  Clark  Carter. 

Treasurer,  Justin  E.  Varney. 

Auditor,  ------  Horatio  G.  Herrick. 


The  Secretary’s  report  was  adopted  as  the  report  of  the  Mission, 
and  400  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  to  membership  in  the 
Mission  : — 


Charles  U.  Bell,  Frederick  H.  Hedge,  Frank  L.  Porter  and  Frank 
A.  Sherman. 

A  committee  was  appointed  to  express  in  writing  to  the  retiring 
President  and  Treasurer,  the  Mission’s  appreciation  of  their  long 
service.  The  letters  which  were  sent  are  given  below. 

LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 

Lawrence,  Nov.  9,  1898. 

MR.  GILBERT  E.  HOOD  : 

Dear  Sir — At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission,  the 
undersigned  were  by  a  unanimous  vote  instructed  to  convey  to  you  a  written 
expression  of  appreciation  of  your  long  service  as  president  of  the  Mission. 

For  twenty-two  years  you  have  faithfully,  patiently  and  efficiently  dis¬ 
charged  the  duties  of  the  office.  Those  members  of  the  Mission,  who,  like 
this  committee,  have  companied  with  you  in  all  these  years,  will  find  some 
solace  for  their  regret  that  you  felt  compelled  to  decline  re-election  in  your 
promise  to  continue  your  active  participation  in  our  labor  and  counsels. 

. .  Respectfully  yours, 

CLARK  CARTER, 

H.  G.  HERRICK, 

Committee. 


LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


Lawrence,  Nov.  9,  1898. 

DR.  JAMES  H.  KIDDER: 

Dear  Sir — At  the  recent  annual  meeting  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission, 
your  positive  refusal  to  allow  your  name  to  be  presented  for  re-election  as 
treasurer  of  the  Mission  was  received  with  regret.  Mr.  Varney  was  chosen  to 
the  vacancy  ;  and  the  undersigned  were  by  unanimous  vote  instructed  to  expi'ess 
in  writing  the  Mission’s  appreciation  of  your  long  service.  Faithfully  and 
efficiently  have  you  discharged-  the  duties  of  your  office.  The  public  have 
shown  confidence  in  your  integrity  by  their  contributions  to  our  treasury ;  and 
your  fellow  officers  have  enjoyed  your  wise  counsel  and  patient  co-operation  in 
effort  to  relieve  distress.  Respectfully  yours, 


CLARK  CARTER, 

H.  G,  HERRICK, 

Committee 
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TREASURER’S  REPORT. 


RELIEF  FUND. 


Balance,  October  1,  1897, 

First  Baptist  Church, 

Second  Baptist  Church, 

Trinity  Congregational  Church,  - 
Trinity  Sunday  School, 

South  Congregational  Church, 

St.  John’s  Episcopal  Church, 
Grace  Episcopal  Church, 

First  Methodist  Church, 

Garden  Street  Methodist  Church, 
Primitive  Methodist  Church, 
German  Presbyterian  Church, 
United  Presbyterian  Church, 

First  Unitarian  Church, 

First  Universalist  Society, 

South  Church,  Andover,  - 


Edward  F.  Searles, 
Washington  Mills, 
George  E.  Kunhardt, 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Plummer, 
Mrs.  J.  H.  Eaton, 

W.  E.  Parker, 

O.  T.  Howe, 

J.  I.  Milliken, 

W.  D.  Currier, 


$57.49 

$  24  77 
30  00 
84  65 
21  56 

-  15  00 
25  00 

-  53  00 
80  29 

-  26  13 

7  68 

-  15  00 

8  26 

-  119  00 
125  00 

-  17  50 


652  84 


250  00 
25  00 
25  00 
-  20  00 
15  00 

-  15  00 
10  00 

-  10  00 
10  00 


Amounts  carried  forward , 


$380.00  $710.33 
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Amounts  brought  forward,  -  $380.00'  $710.33 


J.  H.  Eaton, 

10 

00 

Miss  Frances  Lamprey, 

-  10 

00 

F.  W.  McLanathan, 

10 

00 

Joseph  Walworth, 

-  10 

00 

George  Owen, 

10 

00 

F.  C.  McDuffie, 

-  10 

00 

Mrs.  H.  M.  Chase, 

7 

00 

Miss  Ordway, "  - 

5 

00 

George  L.  Selden, 

5 

00 

Ivirke  W.  Moses, 

-  5 

00 

Mrs.  George  W.  Sargent, 

5 

00 

A  Christian  Friend, 

-  5 

00 

Salem,  - 

5 

00 

Mrs.  R.  M.  Cross, 

5 

00 

Lewis  P.  Collins, 

5 

00 

Mrs.  Yeaw,  - 

5 

00 

E.  P.  Kimball, 

5 

00 

Mrs.  J.  F.  Kimball, 

5 

00 

Arthur  E.  Colby, 

5 

00 

J.  H.  Parshley, 

2 

50 

Miss  Clara  F.  Prescott, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Farr, 

2 

00 

A.  R.  Sanborn, 

2 

00 

Witnesses’  fees, 

2 

00 

Anonymous, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Mary  Martin, 

-  2 

00 

O.  G.  Dean, 

2 

00 

C.  O.  Andrews, 

2 

00 

Mrs.  Rayner, 

1 

00 

Mrs.  Abbott, 

1 

00 

W.  J.  Hinchcliffe, 

1 

00 

Mrs.  McKillop, 

- 

50 

John  H.  Greer,  receipted  bill, 

- 

45 

Mrs.  Jones, 

-  % 

25 

Mrs.  Bedard, 

- 

10 

$529  80 


Amount  carried  forward. 


$1240.13 
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Amount  brought  forward ,  - 

RECEIVED  FOR  SPECIAL  PURPOSES. 


Overseers  of  the  Poor,  -  -  -  -  48  00 

Town  of  Orleans,  -  -  -  -  24  50 

Mrs.  Mary  B.  White,  -  -  -  50  00 

Mrs.  Helen  G.  Coburn,  -  -  -  15  00 

Essex  County,  -  -  -  -  8  50 

Miss  T.  P.  J.,  -  -  -  -  -  5  00 

Peter  M.  Sweeney,  -  -  -  -  5  00 

Isaiah  Witliam,  -  -  -  -*  -  3  50 

Rev.  J.  M.  Portal,  -  -  -  -  -  2  00 

Mrs.  Franklin  Farr,  -  -  -  2  00 

Mrs.  L.  R.  Goodwin,  -  -  -  1  00 

Miss  Ordway,  -  -  -  -  1  00 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Mack,  -  50 


Returned  by  Beneficiaries, 

Services  of  Visiting  Nurse, 

Sale  of  junk,  - 

Paid  Secretary  for  use  in  relief  work, 

Balance  September  30,  1898, 

SALARY  FUND. 


Balance  October  1st,  1897, 


Pacific  Mills,  - 

-  $377 

00 

Everett  Mills,  - 

-  120 

00 

Pemberton  Company, 

67 

50 

Essex  Company,  -  -  - 

75 

00 

Atlantic  Mills,  - 

150 

00 

Arlington  Mills,  - 

-  300 

00 

George  E.  Kunhardt, 

25 

00 

Amounts  carried  forward,  - 

£1,112 

.50 

$1240.13 


$166  00 
322  63 
19  45 
1  92 


$1750  13 
1744  00 


$6  13 
$612  83 


$612.83 
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A??iounts  brought  forward , 

Lawrence  Lumber  Company, 
Lawrence  Gas  Company, 
Farweil  Bleackery, 
Washington  Mills, 

Lawrence  Duck  Company, 


Paid  Salary  of  Secretary, 


$1,112.50  $612.83 

10  00 
75  00 
25  00 
145  00 
45  00 

$1412  50 


$2025  33 
1400  04 


Balance  Sept.  30,  1898,  -  -  -  $625  29 

October  31,  1898. 

I  have  this  day  examined  the  accounts  of  James  H.  Kidder, 
treasurer  of  Lawrence  City  Mission,  and  also  all  vouchers  for  money 
paid  out,  and  find  the  same  correct. 


H.  G.  Herrick,  Auditor. 


THIRTY-NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


More  work  done — more  calls  received  at  the  office 
both  for  advice  and  for  aid;  more  calls  made  by  the  Sec¬ 
retary;  more  money  loaned  or  expended  in  relief — than 
during  the  preceding  year.  This  is  the  brief  summary 
of  the  past  year’s  achievements.  2,165  applications  for 
relief  were  received,  a  number  greater  than  in  any  one 
year  of  the  ten  since  the  present  Secretary  began  his 
work  for  the  Mission,  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1893. 
1,129  calls  were  made  by  the  Secretary,  more  than  a  hun- 
dred  in  excess  of  the  number  made  in  any  single  year 
during  the  same  period,  and  almost  twice  as  many  as  were 
made  during  the  first  year  of  his  service.  $1,744  were 
delivered  by  the  Treasurer  to  the  Secretary  for  use  as  a 
relief  fund,  an  amount  but  four  times  exceeded  in  the 
history  of  the  Mission,  in  years  of  unusual  business 
depression  when  the  needs  of  the  poor  were  temporarily 
increased.  Has  this  expenditure  of  energy  and  money 
been  useful  ?  Let  the  following  examples  of  our  work  be 
an  answer. 

A  year  ago  a  young  woman  was  apparently  dying  of 
dropsy.  Her  home  was  one  of  average  comfort  and 
prosperity,  but  her  long  illness  had  exhausted  her  money 
and  the  courage  and  strength  of  her  attendants.  Our 
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visiting  nurse  was  sent  to  her  almost  daily  for  five  months. 
The  nurse’s  attentions  were  so  helpful  that  the  patient 
was  relieved  of  much  of  her  discomfort,  was  enabled  to 
resume  a  part  of  her  household  duties  for  a  considerable 
period,  and  when  the  inevitable  death  came  found  it 
robbed  of  its  terrors. 

In  November  last  another  young  woman,  a  wife  and 
mother,  received  by  accident,  a  severe  cut  on  the  arm. 
The  ward  physician  directed  that  she  be  removed  to  the 
Cottage  Hospital.  Our  visiting  nurse  prepared  her  for 
removal  and  attended  her  on  her  way  to  the  hospital. 
There,  because  of  the  development  of  blood-poisoning, 
she  remained  until  spring.  When  she  returned  to  her 
home  our  nurse  resumed  her  visits,  and  daily  dressed 
her  wounds  until  at  length  the  patient  is  in  good  health, 
although  with  a  helpless  hand. 

During  the  year  ten  young  ladies  from  the  Training 
School  for  Nurses  have  taken  their  turns  as  visiting 
nurse,  and  have  made  1,143  calls  in  attending  144 
different  cases.  They  have  done  their  work  with  skill, 
enthusiasm  and  thoroughness.  Most  of  them  have  ex¬ 
pressed  a  loving  interest  in  the  poor  sufferers  whom  they 
have  attended,  even  though  their  work  was  often  done 
in  unattractive,  and  sometimes  in  repulsive,  surroundings. 
Next  to  the  good  which  they  have  done  their  patients 
must  be  reckoned  the  advantage  which  their  experience 
has  brought  to  themselves.  Returning  each  day  to  the 
influence  and  instruction  of  the  hospital  they  are  able  to 
reap  the  full  benefit  of  this  outside  experience. 

In  December  our  Secretary’s  attention  was  called  to 
the  needs  of  a  man  and  his  wife  who  had  been  but  a  few 
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weeks  in  Lawrence,  and  who  through  the  illness  of  the 
man,  had  come  to  absolute  want.  Two  visits  showed  our 
Secretary  that  the  man  must  have  hospital  care  and  a 
surgical  operation.  Admission  to  a  free  bed  was  secured 
for  him,  and  his  wearied  and  almost  invalid  wife  was  pro¬ 
vided  with  a  boarding  place.  By  special  solicitation  a 
sufficient  fund  was  obtained  to  tide  them  over  the  period 
of  months  while  the  patient  was  convalescing;  and  during 
the  later  months  of  the  summer  we  have  had  the  satis¬ 
faction  of  seeing  these  eminently  respectable  people 
,  restored  to  health  and  a  comfortable  self-support. 

In  September  we  were  applied  to  for  advice  by  a 
man,  who  two  years  ago  had  secured  a  loan  of  fifteen 
dollars  by  mortgaging  a  piece  of  household  furniture. 
By  the  terms  of  the  mortgage  he  was  to  pay  only  the 
legal  rate  of  interest  of  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  a  month. 
As  a  matter  of  fact  he  had  to  pay  fifty  cents  a  month,  or 
more  than  double  the  legal  rate.  The  money  lender  had 
written  that  he  was  going  out  of  business,  and  desired  to 
close  the  account.  Our  Secretary  by  reference  to  an  en¬ 
actment  of  the  last  Legislature  learned  that  the  lender 
was  compelled  to  make  a  new  arrangement;  but  he  also 
discovered  that  by  the  law  under  which  the  loan  had  been 
made,  the  borrower  was  entitled  to  settle  the  account  on 
the  basis  of  the  legal  rate;  and  that  a  tender  of  the  sum 
actually  due  on  that  basis  could  be  rejected  by  the  lender 
only  at  the  risk  of  losing  all.  Equipped  with  this  know¬ 
ledge  our  Secretary  accompanied  the  borrower  to  Hav¬ 
erhill,  tendered  the  legal  sum  to  the  lender,  and  had  the 
satisfaction  of  accomplishing  a  settlement  with  an  ex¬ 
ceedingly  embarrassed  broker.  By  the  arrangement  the 
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loan  was  so  materially  reduced  that  our  client  was  able  to 
obtain  its  renewal  without  mortgage  security. 

The  experience  illustrates  the  advantage  which  is 
often  taken  of  people  in  their  times  of  distress.  The 
new  law  concerning  small  loans  secured  by  mortgage  on 
household  goods  was  drawn  with  apparent  purpose  to 
relieve  borrowers  from  paying  extortionate  rates.  But  in 
permitting  the  licensing  boards  of  cities  and  towns  to  fix 
the  rates  in  their  own  localities  it  defeats  that  object.  In 
Boston,  where  philanthropic  people  are  always  alert,  the 
commissioners  have  set  the  rate  at  two  per  cent,  a  month 
on  loans  of  less  than  fifty  dollars,  and  at  one  and  one-half 
per  cent,  on  larger  loans.  In  Haverhill,  where,  ap¬ 
parently,  the  broker  got  the  ear  of  the  committee  on 
licenses  before  any  remonstrant  could  appear,  the  rates 
were  fixed  at  four  per  cent,  a  month  on  the  smallest  loan, 
and  were  set  as  low  as  one  and  one-half  only  on  loans  of 
over  one  hundred  dollars.  In  Lawrence  action  was  de¬ 
ferred  till  late  in  the  season,  and  although  our  Secretary 
had  been  promised  an  opportunity  to  meet  the  committee 
before  action  was  taken,  by  some  oversight  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  they  acted  without  conference  with  him,  and  re¬ 
ported  favorably  on  the  exorbitant  rates  adopted  in  Hav¬ 
erhill.  We  have  hopes,  however,  that  this  action  will  be 
revised  before  the  licenses  voted  shall  have  been  delivered. 
But  the  incident  serves  to  illustrate  the  need  of  constant 
watchfulness  lest  the  difficulties  of  people  in  distress  be 
needlessly  increased. 

In  this  connection  we  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
our  disapproval  of  a  multitude  of  schemes  which  are  con¬ 
stantly  in  operation  for  the  purpose  of  getting  away  the 
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earnings  of  the  laboring  people.  Many  a  family  is  kept 
in  constant  deprivation  by  an  attempt  to  make  weekly 
payments  on  investments  which  can  never  return  a  profit. 
One  such  scheme,  that  of  the  New  England  Building 
Company  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  after  collecting  sums  of 
various  sizes,  in  this  city  from  people  who  cannot  afford 
to  lose  a  single  cent,  has  gone  into  the  hands  of  a  re¬ 
ceiver,  and  letters  of  inquiry  bring  no  response.  We 
would  utter  a  word  of  warning  against  all  these  forms  of 
investment.  The  only  safe  investment  is  in  some  local 
institution  of  good  repute  under  the  observation  of  our 
own  State  officials.  We  have  savings  banks,  co-opera¬ 
tive  banks  and  co-operative  stores,  which,  while  not  pay¬ 
ing  large  rates  of  interest,  do  afford  a  safe  opportunity  to 
obtain  increase  on  one’s  capital,  and  are  also  accessible 
if  the  depositor  has  need  to  withdraw  his  investment. 

In  the  early  summer  the  State  Hospital  for  Epileptics 
was  opened  at  Monson  on  the  site  of  the  discontinued 
State  Primary  School.  It  was  the  privilege  of  our  Secre¬ 
tary  to  secure  the  admission,  as  one  of  the  earliest 
patients,  of  an  unfortunate  boy  from  this  city,  and  to 
accompany  him  to  the  hospital.  He  reports  the  institu¬ 
tion,  in  charge  of  Dr.  Owen  Copp,  formerly  of  Methuen, 
to  be  admirably  equipped  for  doing  its  efficient  work, 
and  its  superintendent  as  intensely  interested  in  the 
study  of  means  for  relieving  the  sufferers  from  this  de¬ 
pressing  affliction. 

Our  Secretary  has  frequent  occasion  to  advise 
parents  of  feeble-minded  children,  and  in  several  in¬ 
stances  has  arranged  for  the  admission  of  such  children 
to  the  admirable  school  at  Waltham.  His  experience 


LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


!3 


emphasizes  the  importance  of  sending  children  to  the 
school  as  young  as  they  are  admissable.  If  they  are  put 
under  the  most  hopeful  influences  before  having  become 
confirmed  in  bad  habits,  the  possibility  of  improvement 
is  greatly  enhanced. 

More  than  three  years  ago  a  crippled  Armenian  was 
sent  to  this  country  by  his  friends,  who  hoped  that  he 
might  here  receive  hospital  treatment  for  his  infirmities. 
This  he  did  receive.  His  defective  foot  was  amputated 
and  an  artificial  limb  fitted  at  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital.  But  he  was  not  a  strong  man;  and  although 
well  educated  and  intelligent,  he  was  at  disadvantage 
through  unfamiliarity  with  our  language.  After  vain 
efforts  on  the  part  of  his  friends,  both  American  and 
Armenian,  to  secure  him  work  by  which  to  earn  a  living 
they  were  forced  to  the  reluctant  decision  that  he  would 
be  better  able  to  support  himself  at  his  old  home,  where 
his  wife  and  children  were  still  living.  There,  at  least, 
he  could  earn  a  scanty  support  by  cobbling  the  shoes  of 
native  make.  An  appeal  by  our  Secretary  to  a  generous 
patron  of  the  Mission  secured  funds  which  supplemented 
the  gifts  of  his  own  countrymen  so  that  he  was  newly 
fitted  with  an  artificial  limb  which  would  wear  for  years, 
and  was  provided  with  money  for  his  long  journey  to 
Asia  Minor. 

In  June  our  missionary  saw  at  a  little  distance  a 
young  woman,  whose  history  and  needs  were  known  to 
him,  but  whose  willingness  to  be  helped  by  wise  methods 
was  uncertain.  He  sent  up  a  silent  prayer  that  she 
might  be  led  to  the  Mission,  if  she  could  there  be  really 
helped.  A  few  days  later  she  came  to  the  office  with  a 
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letter  of  introduction  from  a  benevolent  person  to  whom 
she  had  applied  for  assistance.  The  result  was  that  she 
consented  to  receive  the  proper  shelter  and  care;  and 
after  months  of  loving  and  patient  instruction  at  a  refuge 
in  Boston  is  now  earning  for  herself  and  her  babe  an 
honest  living. 

A  year  ago  our  Secretary  secured  legal  custody  of 
a  sweet,  but  suffering  and  neglected  child,  and  placed 
her  in  new  surroundings,  where  her  future  promises  to 
be  brighter  and  more  hopeful. 

In  July  his  attention  was  called  to  the  needs  of 
several  old  people  who  were  proper  candidates  for  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  Home  for  Aged  People.  Of  these  three 
are  to  be  admitted.  The  case  of  one  was  especially 
touching.  After  a  life  spent  in  ministering  to  others  she 
was  applying  to  be  sent  to  the  poorhouse,  because  of  her 
destitute  and  forsaken  condition.  By  correspondence 
with  distant  relatives  and  other  friends  of  hers  we  secured 
pledges  of  sufficient  money  to  admit  her  to  the  Home. 
We  have  also  raised  enough  in  special  donations  to  keep 
her  in  reasonable  comfort  while  waiting  the  four  months 
for  the  Home  to  open. 

One  rainy  day  in  Summer  a  very  dirty  little  boy 
came  to  the  office,  and  told  a  pitiable  story  of  the  sick¬ 
ness  and  want  at  home,  and  of  his  own  present  hunger. 
Our  Missionary  promised  to  visit  his  home  within  an 
hour.  On  making  his  visit  he  found  a  comfortable  home 
where  the  remains  of  a  sufficient  dinner  were  on  the 
table,  and  the  little  beggar  was  still  red-eyed  from  the 
whipping  his  father  had  given  him  for  being  late  at 
dinner.  The  indignation  of  the  parents  was  such,  when 
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they  learned  the  object  of  the  call,  that  we  fear  the  boy 
received  another  punishment  for  lying  and  begging. 
But  the  important  question  is — Who  taught  the  boy  to  lie 
and  beg?  Was  it  not  the  people  who  had  been  giving 
him  food  without  investigating  the  truth  of  his  stories? 

An  erect,  bright-eyed,  clear-skinned,  self-respecting, 
industrious  young  man  has  been  the  inspiration  of  this 
report.  The  Secretary  met  him  just  as  he  was  about  to 
begin  the  writing  of  it,  and  while  he  was  questioning  how 
he  might  so  present  the  work  of  the  Mission  as  to  feed 
the  public  interest  in  it.  This  young  man,  whose  warm 
hand  clasp  and  cordial  salutation  are  always  a  delight, 
and  whose  position  in  the  industrial,  social  and  church 
life  of  the  city  is  assured,  is  the  son  of  a  widow.  At  the 
bed-side  of  his  father,  dying  prematurely  from  the  effects 
of  inebriety,  the  Missionary  knelt  in  prayer  not  many 
years  ago;  and  to  his  widowed  mother  the  Missionary 
gave  advice  and  material  assistance  while  she  toiled  in 
poverty  and  lonliness.  She  has  survived  the  years  of 
toil  and  has  a  delightful  home  with  her  faithful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  children.  To  have  aided  and  encouraged  her  in 
time  of  need  is  a  pleasant  memory.  Our  care  and  sym¬ 
pathy  and  money  were  profitably  invested. 

Such  success  nerves  us  for  repeated  effort.  With¬ 
out  such  success  we  might  grow  disheartened  and  pessi¬ 
mistic.  Much  of  our  work  is  like  that  done  in  the  earlier 
and  crude  processes  of  manufacturing.  Visitors  to  the 
rooms  where  these  processes  are  carried  on  are  often 
heard  to  express  pityTor  the  people  employed  there,  yet 
the  operatives  themselves  rejoice  in  it  for  the  sake  of  the 
pay  which  comes  at  the  week’s  end.  Even  the  visitor 
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learns  to  admire  the  successive  processes  when  he  comes 
to  the  store-house  and  looks  upon  the  finished  product. 
In  our  work  for  our  fellow  men  we  have  in  mind  the  final 
product. 

Sometimes  a  friend,  entering  our  office  through  the 
waiting-room  when  it  is  filled  with  ragged  children,  for¬ 
lorn  mothers,  and  ill-smelling  tramps,  exclaims  in  com¬ 
passionate  despair,  “How  can  you  endure  familiarity  with 
such  misery?”  Our  reply  is  “Because  we  hope  to  relieve 
or  abolish  it.”  A  wise  physician  or  a  skilled  nurse  for¬ 
gets  the  repulsiveness  of  disease  or  wounds  in  the  en¬ 
thusiastic  effort  to  cure.  It  is  our  work  to  minister  to  all 
kinds  of  sufferers;  and  the  greater  the  evil,  the  greater 
is  our  enthusiasm  to  remedy  it.  Our  office  receives  the 
applicants  for  advice  or  aid,  and  hears  the  details  of  suf¬ 
fering,  want  and  sin.  This  is  the  raw  material.  It  is  in 
plain  sight.  But,  unlike  the  factory,  we  have  no  finished 
work  on  exhibition.  We  do  not  place  it  on  the  market 
under  our  stamp.  We  should  defeat  our  own  hopes  of 
helping  people  into  better  lives,  if  we  should  let  the 
public  know  that  this  boy  comes  to  school  in  City  Mis¬ 
sion  shoes,  that  that  girl  wears  to  church  a  City  Mission 
hat,  that  widow  So-and-So  has  been  aided  to  self-sup¬ 
port  by  our  timely  charity. 

Often  our  most  gratifying  results  are  accomplished 
while  the  recipient  of  aid  is  unaware  of  the  source  of  help; 
as  when  a  girl  came  to  the  office  to  complain  of  having 
been  unjustly  discharged  from  work.  Her  own  story 
showed  that  she  had  done  wrong.  She  was  advised  to 
see  her  employer,  acknowledge  her  fault,  and  ask  to  be 
restored  to  her  place.  She  was  restored  after  proper 
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confession  and  petition,  but  her  offending  had  been  so 
serious  a  breach  of  mill  discipline  that  she  would  not  have 
been  taken  back  had  not  the  Missionary,  unknown  to  her, 
interceded  in  her  behalf.  It  proved  to  be  an  instance 
where  discipline,  tempered  with  mercy,  was  the  saving  of 
the  girl. 

With  thanks  to  the  generous  persons,  churches  and 
corporations  which  have  so  freely  contributed  to  our 
treasury  and  our  store-rooms;  with  double  gratitude  to 
the  people  who  have  added  their  offering  of  time,  pa¬ 
tience  and  love  in  helping  us  bear  the  infirmities  of  the 
weak;  with  cordial  appreciation  of  the  ready  co-operation 
received  from  the  public  generally,  from  other  charitable 
organizations,  and  especially  from  all  departments  of  the 
city  government;  with  grateful  acknowledgement  of  the 
modesty,  truthfulness  and  trustfulness  with  which  a  large 
proportion  of  the  applicants  for  aid  have  expressed  their 
wants;  with  thanks  also  to  the  unusually  large  number  of 
our  beneficiaries  who  have  during  the  year  returned  to  us 
the  value  of  what  we  have  expended  in  relieving  their 
needs;  and  in  the  hope  that  mutual  confidence  and  love 
between  rich  and  poor,  between  employer  and  employee, 
between  prosperous  and  discouraged,  may  steadily  in¬ 
crease,  we  present  this  thirty-ninth  annual  report. 


CONSTITUTION  AND  BY-LAWS 

OF  THE 

LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


ARTICLE  I.  Name. 

The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be  the  “Lawrence  City 
Mission.” 

ARTICLE  II.  Location. 

This  Association  shall  be  established  and  located  at  Lawrence, 
in  the  County  of  Essex,  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 

ARTICLE  III.  Purpose. 

The  purpose  of  this  Association  is  the  management  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  such  of  the  public  charities  of  the  City  of  Lawrence  as  may 
be  entrusted  to  it,  together  with  a  general  philantrophic  and  moral 
work. 


BY-LAWS. 


First — Meetings. 

The  regular  meetings  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission  shall  be 
held  at  such  time  and  place  in  the  month  of  October,  each  year,  as 
the  City  Missionary  shall  appoint ;  and  notice  thereof  shall  be  sent 
by  mail  at  least  three  days  before. 

Second — Special  Meetings. 

Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  City  Mis¬ 
sionary,  notice  thereof  being  given  in  the  same  manner  as  the  reg¬ 
ular  meetings. 

Third — Officers. 

The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and 
Auditor.  The  City  Missionary  shall  be,  ex-officio ,  Secretary. 


REPORT  OF  THE  LAWRENCE  CITY  MISSION. 


19 


Fourth — Duties  of  Officers. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  shall  be  such  as  usually  pertain  to 
their  positions,  and  such  as  the  society  may  impose  upon  them. 

Fifth — Term  of  Office. 

The  officers  shall  hold  office  for  the  term  of  one  year,  and  until 
their  successors  are  appointed. 

Sixth — Members. 

New  members  may  be  admitted  by  vote  at  any  regular  or  special 
meeting.  Membership  shall  be  terminated  by  removal  from  the  city. 

Seventh — Alterations  . 

These  By-Laws  may  be  altered  or  amended  at  any  meeting  of 
the  corporation  regularly  called,  notice  of  the  proposed  alterations 
being  given  in  the  call  for  said  meeting. 

APPENDIX  A. 


Report  of  the  office  work  of  the  Lawrence  City  Mission  from 


October  1,  189  7,  to  September  30,  1898. 

Total  calls  at  the  office  .... 

•  •  • 

3818 

Applications  for  relief,  .... 

2165 

Applications  for  work,  .... 

381 

Calls  for  consultation  or  advice, 

1272 

Temporary  work  found, 

•  •  • 

69 

Permanent  work  found,  .... 

•  •  • 

8 

Garments  given  away,  .... 

•  •  • 

982 

Yards  of  cloth  given,  .... 

•  •  • 

1283 

Pairs  of  shoes  given,  .... 

• 

•  • 

335 

Hats  given,  ...... 

•  •  • 

68 

Orders  for  provisions  given, 

•  •  • 

537 

Orders  for  coal,  ...... 

•  •  • 

30 

Orders  for  wood,  ..... 

•  •  • 

44 

Orders  for  medicine,  ..... 

•  •  « 

29 

Rent  paid,  ...... 

•  •  • 

41 

Transportation  provided,  .... 

•  •  • 

67 

Aided  to  enter  institutions, 

•  •  • 

4 

Calls  made  by  the  Secretary, 

•  •  • 

1129 
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Letters  and  Postals  written,  .  .  .  .  .  .  828 


Mission  funds  expended  in  relief,  ....  $1175.11 

Mission  funds  loaned,  .  .  .....  315.63 

Pemberton  Relief  Fund  expended,  ....  480.00 

Printing,  stationery,  and  office  expenses,  .  .  .  141.16 

APPENDIX  B. 


Report  of  new  cases  presented  for  consideration  at  the  office  of 
the  Lawrence  City  Mission  during  the  year  from  October  1,  1897,  to 
September  30,  1898. 

NATIVITY. 


United  States  (white), 
United  States  (colored), 
British  American, 
English,  . 

French, 

German,  * 

Italian, 

Irish, 

Polish  or  Russian, 
Scandinavian,  . 

Scotch, 

Other  Countries, 


63.5 
0. 

14.5 
32. 

.5 

2. 

3. 

27.5 
.5 

1. 

4.5 

1. 


Total, 


EDUCATION. 


Can  read  and  write,  .... 
Can  neither  read  nor  write, 

MARITAL  STATE. 


Married  couples,  . 

Widows,  .... 

Deserted  wives, 

Single  women, 

Deserted  husbands  and  widowers, 
Single  men,  .... 


150. 

118 

32 

80 

21 

7 

13 

6 
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Orphaned  or  abandoned  children,  .....  2 

Divorced  or  separated  (legally,)  .....  1 

CHIEF  CAUSE  OF  NEED. 

Abandonment  of  children  by  parents,  .....  1 

Accident,  .........  6 

Imprisonment  of  bread  winner,  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Insanity,  ....  .....  2 

Insufficient  earnings,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Intemperance,  .........  11 

Lack  of  employment,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .56 

No  male  support,  ........  6 

Neglect  by  relatives,  ........  0 

Physical  defects,  ........  2 

Roving  disposition,  ........  1 

Shiftlessness  or  inefficiency,  ......  1 

Sickness  and  old  age,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .33 

DECISIONS. 

Should  have  continuous  relief,  ......  6 

Should  have  temporary  relief,  .  .  .  .  .  .  85 

Needed  work  rather  than  relief,  .  .  .  .  .  .16 

Should  have  indoor  relief,  ......  6 

Should  have  transportation  from  city,  .....  9 

Should  be  disciplined,  .......  2 

Not  requiring  aid,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .26 

APPENDIX  C. 


MONTHLY  STATEMENT  OF  WORK  OF  VISITING  NURSE. 


1897. 

Cases  Visited. 

Calls  Made. 

Patients  Died. 

Removed 

October, 

28 

139 

0 

to  Hospital. 
6 

November, 

.  31 

126 

1 

8 

December, 

26 

114 

1 

6 

1898. 

January, 

.  24 

139 

1 

3 

February, 

13 

57 

1 

2 

March, 

.  10 

62 

0 

1 

April, 

25 

154 

1 

7 

22 
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May, 

.  16 

110 

1 

1 

June, 

14 

62 

0  ' 

4 

July, 

.  13 

79 

0 

0 

August, 

8 

60 

0 

0 

September, 

.  10 

41 

0 

1 

Total, 

220 

0143 

6 

39 

Less  recurrent  cases, 

76 

144 

APPENDIX  D. 

Articles  loaned  by  Visiting 

Nurse  between  October  1, 

1897, ! 

and 

September  30.  1898. 

Baby  outfits, 

2 

Night  dresses. 

6 

Basins, 

3 

Pillow  slips, 

4 

Bed  pans, 

3 

Rubber  sheets, 

2 

Blankets, 

1 

Sheets, 

3 

Comforters, 

4 

Lender  Vests, 

2 

Cot-bed, 

1 

Wheel  chairs, 

2 

Mattresseses. 

4 

W  rappers, 

3 

« 


“Intelligent  giving  and  intelligent  withholding  are  alike  true 
charity.” 


“The  charity  which  is  most  effectual  is  that  which  is  the  most 
practical.” 


“That  charity  is  bad  which  takes  from  independence  its  proper 
pride,  from  mendicancy  its  salituary  shame.” 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST. 


•*: 


u:;  'i;u  ii^e  Qlty  of 

Lawrence,  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of 

for  the  purpose  of  the  Mission,  and  for  which  the  receipt  of  the 
Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall  be  a  sufficient  discharge. 
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